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Columbus, Ohio 43230
(614) 474-4001

(Address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of registrant s principal executive offices)

Lacey J. Bundy, Esq.
Express, Inc.
1 Express Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43230
(614) 474-4001

(Name, address, including zip code, and telephone number, including area code, of agent for service)

Copies of all communications, including communications sent to agent for service, should be sent to:
Robert M. Hayward, P.C.
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
300 North LaSalle
Chicago, Illinois 60654

(312) 862-2000

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: From time to time after the effective date of this Registration Statement.
If the only securities being registered on this Form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment plans, please check the following box.

If any of the securities being registered on this Form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933,
check the following box. x

If this Form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, please check the following box and list the
Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering. ~

If this Form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities Act registration
statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.

If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that shall become effective upon filing with the
Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the following box. x
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If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction L.D. filed to register additional securities or additional
classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box.

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting company. See the
definitions of large accelerated filer, accelerated filer and smaller reporting company in Rule 12b-2 of the Exchange Act. (Check one):

Large accelerated filer ~ Accelerated filer ~ Non-accelerated filer x Smaller reporting company
(Do not check if a smaller reporting company)
CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Proposed Maximum

Title of Each Class of Offering Price Per
Amount to be Proposed Maximum Aggregate Amount of
Securities to be Registered Registered Share Offering Price Registration Fee
Common Stock, $0.01 par value per share [6)) 1 1) @

(1) Omitted pursuant to Form S-3 General Instruction ILE. An indeterminate aggregate offering price is being registered as may from time to time be issued at
indeterminate prices. In accordance with Rules 456(b) and 457(r), the Registrant is deferring payment of all of the registration fee.
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PROSPECTUS

Express, Inc.

Common Stock

Selling stockholders to be named in a prospectus supplement may offer and sell shares of our common stock from time to time, in amounts, at
prices and on terms that will be determined at the time of the offering. We will not receive any proceeds from the sale of shares offered by any
selling stockholders. Each time common stock is offered, we will describe the specific manner in which we will offer the common stock in a
supplement to this prospectus. The prospectus supplement may also supplement, update or amend information contained in this prospectus.

You should read this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement, as well as the documents incorporated by reference herein or therein,
carefully before you invest in our common stock.

Our common stock is traded on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol EXPR.

Investing in the common stock involves risks that are described in the _Risk Factors section beginning on page 6
of this prospectus.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or passed
upon the accuracy or adequacy of this prospectus. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is December 6, 2011.
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As permitted under the rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission, this prospectus incorporates important information about
Express, Inc. that is contained in documents that we file with the Securities and Exchange Commission but that are not included in or
delivered with this prospectus. You may obtain copies of these documents, without charge, from the website maintained by the
Securities and Exchange Commission at http://www.sec.gov, as well as other sources. See Where You Can Find More Information.

You should rely only on the information incorporated by reference or provided in this prospectus and any applicable prospectus
supplement. We have not authorized anyone else to provide you with different information. These securities are not being offered in any
state where the offer is not permitted. You should not assume that the information in this prospectus, any applicable prospectus
supplement or the documents incorporated by reference is accurate as of any date other than the date on the front of such documents.
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a shelf registration statement that we filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the SEC ). By using a shelf
registration statement, we may, at any time and from time to time, in one or more offerings, sell the common stock described in this prospectus.

To understand the terms of our common stock, you should carefully read this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement. Together

they give the specific terms of the common stock we are offering. You should also read the documents we have referred you to under Where

You Can Find More Information and Incorporation by Reference of Certain Documents below for information about us. The shelf registration
statement, including the exhibits thereto, can be read at the SEC s website or at the SEC s Public Reference Room as described under Where You
Can Find More Information. You should also carefully consider, among other things, the matters discussed in the section entitled Risk Factors.

This prospectus includes or incorporates by reference our trademarks, service marks and trade names such as Express, which are protected under
applicable intellectual property laws and are the property of Express, Inc. or its subsidiaries. Solely for convenience, trademarks, service marks

and trade names referred to or incorporated by reference in this prospectus may appear without the Cor™ symbols, but such references are not
intended to indicate, in any way, that we will not assert, to the fullest extent under applicable law, our rights to our trademarks, service marks

and trade names. In addition, this prospectus contains or incorporates by reference trademarks, service marks, and trade names, of other

companies, which are the property of their respective owners.
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WHERE YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION

We have filed with the SEC a registration statement on Form S-3 under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the Securities Act ), with respect
to the common stock offered by this prospectus. This prospectus, which is a part of the registration statement, does not contain all of the
information set forth in the registration statement or the exhibits and schedules filed therewith. For further information with respect to us and the
common stock offered by this prospectus, please see the registration statement and the exhibits filed with the registration statement. Statements
contained in this prospectus regarding the contents of any contract or any other document that is filed as an exhibit to the registration statement
are not necessarily complete, and each such statement is qualified in all respects by reference to the full text of such contract or other document
filed as an exhibit to the registration statement. A copy of the registration statement and the exhibits filed with the registration statement may be
inspected without charge at the Public Reference Room maintained by the SEC, located at 100 F Street, N.E., Washington, D.C. 20549. Please
call the SEC at 1-800-SEC-0330 for more information about the operation of the Public Reference Room. The SEC also maintains an Internet
website that contains reports, proxy and information statements and other information regarding registrants that file electronically with the SEC.
The address of the website is http://www.sec.gov.

We are subject to the information and periodic reporting requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the Exchange Act ),
and, in accordance therewith, we file periodic reports, proxy statements and other information with the SEC. Such periodic reports, proxy
statements and other information are available for inspection and copying at the Public Reference Room and website of the SEC referred to
above. We maintain a website at http://www.express.com. You may access our Annual Reports on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q,
Current Reports on Form 8-K and amendments to those reports filed pursuant to Sections 13(a) or 15(d) of the Exchange Act with the SEC free
of charge at our website as soon as reasonably practicable after such material is electronically filed with, or furnished to, the SEC. Our website
and the information contained on that site, or connected to that site, are not incorporated into and are not a part of this prospectus, and you

should not consider the contents of our website in making an investment decision with respect to our common stock.
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We are incorporating by reference specified documents that we file with the SEC, which means that we can disclose important information to
you by referring you to those documents that are considered part of this prospectus. Later information that we file with the SEC will
automatically update and supersede this information. We incorporate by reference into this prospectus the documents listed below and any future
filings (other than pursuant to Items 2.02 and 7.01 of Form 8-K) made with the SEC (other than any portion of such filings that are furnished
under applicable SEC rules rather than filed) under Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14, or 15(d) of the Exchange Act, including filings made on or after the
date hereof:

our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended January 29, 2011;

our Quarterly Report on Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarters ended April 30, July 30 and October 29, 2011;

our Current Reports on Form 8-K filed on March 22 (only with respect to Item 8.01), April 11, April 26, June 9, June 27, August 4,
September 6, September 23, October 17, October 31 and November 7, 2011; and

our Registration Statement on Form 8-A filed on May 12, 2010.
Any statement contained in a document incorporated or deemed to be incorporated by reference into this prospectus will be deemed to be
modified or superseded for purposes of this prospectus to the extent that a statement contained in this prospectus or any other subsequently filed
document that is deemed to be incorporated by reference into this prospectus modifies or supersedes the statement. Any statement so modified or

superseded will not be deemed, except as so modified or superseded, to constitute a part of this prospectus. Our Commission File Number is
001-34742.

Our filings with the SEC, including our Annual Report on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, Current Reports on Form 8-K and
amendments to those reports, are available free of charge on our website at http://www.express.com as soon as reasonably practicable after they
are filed with, or furnished to, the SEC. Our website and the information contained on that site, or connected to that site, are not incorporated
into and are not a part of this prospectus. You may also obtain a copy of these filings at no cost by writing or telephoning us at the office of our
Corporate Secretary, Express, Inc., 1 Express Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43230.
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

This prospectus, any applicable prospectus supplement and the documents incorporated by reference herein contain forward-looking statements

within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the Exchange

Act ), that are based on current expectations, estimates, forecasts and projections about us, our future performance, our liquidity, the apparel

industry, our beliefs and management s assumptions. Words such as anticipate, —assume, believe, estimate, expect, intend, plan, seek
target, goal and variations of such words and similar expressions are intended to identify such forward-looking statements. All statements in this

prospectus, any applicable prospectus supplement and the documents incorporated by reference herein regarding our business strategy, future

operations, financial position, cost savings, prospects, plans and objectives, as well as information concerning industry trends and expected

actions of third parties, are forward-looking statements. All forward-looking statements speak only as of the date on which they are made. These

statements are not guarantees of future performance and involve certain risks, uncertainties and assumptions concerning future events that are

difficult to predict. Therefore, actual future events or results may differ materially from these statements. We believe that the factors that could

cause our actual results to differ materially include the factors that we describe under the caption Risk Factors in our Annual Report on Form

10-K for the fiscal year ended January 29, 2011, which is incorporated by reference. These factors, risks and uncertainties include, but are not

limited to, the following:

changes in consumer spending and general economic conditions;

our ability to identify and respond to new and changing fashion trends, customer preferences and other related factors;

fluctuations in our sales and results of operations on a seasonal basis and due to a variety of other factors;

increased competition from other retailers;

the success of the malls and shopping centers in which our stores are located;

our dependence upon independent third parties to manufacture all of our merchandise;

the availability constraints and price volatility of raw materials used to manufacture our products;

interruptions of the flow of our merchandise from international manufacturers causing disruptions in our supply chain;

shortages of inventory, delayed shipments to our online customers and harm to our reputation due to difficulties or shut-downs at our
distribution facilities;

our reliance upon independent third-party transportation providers for substantially all of our product shipments;

our dependence upon key executive management;
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our growth strategy, including our international expansion plan;

our dependence on a strong brand image;

our leasing substantial amounts of space;

the failure to find store employees who can effectively operate our stores;

our reliance on Limited Brands Inc. to provide us with certain key services for our business;

our reliance on information systems and any failure, inadequacy, interruption or security failure of those systems;

claims made against us resulting in litigation;

changes in laws and regulations applicable to our business;
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our inability to protect our trademarks or other intellectual property rights;

our substantial indebtedness and lease obligations;

restrictions imposed by our indebtedness on our current and future operations;

fluctuations in energy costs;

changes in taxation requirements or the results of tax audits;

impairment charges on long-lived assets;

our failure to maintain adequate internal controls;

potential conflicts of interest with our principal stockholder; and

substantial costs as a result of being a public company.
These factors should not be construed as exhaustive and should be read in conjunction with the other cautionary statements included in this
prospectus, any applicable prospectus supplement and the documents incorporated by reference herein. These risks and uncertainties, as well as
other risks of which we are not aware or which we currently do not believe to be material, may cause our actual future results to be materially
different than those expressed in our forward-looking statements. We caution you not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking
statements. We do not undertake any obligation to make any revisions to these forward-looking statements to reflect events or circumstances
after the date made or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events, except as required by law, including the securities laws of the United
States and rules and regulations of the SEC.
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OUR COMPANY

Express is a nationally recognized specialty apparel and accessory retailer offering both women s and men s merchandise. With over 30 years of
experience offering a distinct combination of style and quality at an attractive value, we believe we are a core shopping destination for our
customers and that we have developed strong brand awareness and credibility with them. We target an attractive and growing demographic of
women and men between 20 and 30 years old. We offer our customers an edited assortment of fashionable apparel and accessories to address
fashion needs across multiple aspects of their lifestyles, including work, casual, jeanswear and going-out occasions. Since we became a
stand-alone company in 2007, we have completed numerous initiatives to strengthen our business, including consolidating separate women s and
men s stores into combined dual-gender stores, re-designing our go-to-market strategy, and launching our e-commerce platform, each of which
we believe has improved our operating profits and positioned us well for future growth and profitability.

RISK FACTORS

You should consider carefully all of the information set forth in this prospectus and the documents incorporated by reference herein, unless
expressly provided otherwise, and, in particular, the risk factors described in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended January 29,
2011, as updated by our Quarterly reports on Form 10-Q, Current Reports on Form 8-K and other filings we make with the SEC. The risks
described in any document incorporated by reference herein are not the only ones we face, but are considered to be the most material. There may
be other unknown or unpredictable economic, business, competitive, regulatory or other factors that could have material adverse effects on our
future results. Past financial performance may not be a reliable indicator of future performance and historical trends should not be used to
anticipate results or trends in future periods.

USE OF PROCEEDS

We will not receive any proceeds from the sale of shares of common stock offered by the selling stockholders.
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DESCRIPTION OF CAPITAL STOCK

The following summary is qualified in its entirety by the provisions of our certificate of incorporation and bylaws, which are filed as exhibits to
the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part, and to the applicable provisions of the Delaware General Corporation Law (the
DGCL ).

Authorized Capitalization

Our authorized capital stock consists of 500.0 million shares of common stock, par value $0.01 per share, and 10.0 million shares of preferred
stock, par value $0.01 per share.

Common Stock
Voting Rights

Each share of common stock entitles the holder to one vote with respect to each matter presented to our stockholders on which the holders of
common stock are entitled to vote. Subject to any rights that may be applicable to any then outstanding preferred stock, our common stock votes
as a single class on all matters relating to the election and removal of directors on our board of directors and as provided by law. Holders of our
common stock will not have cumulative voting rights. Except in respect of matters relating to the election and removal of directors on our board
of directors and as otherwise provided in our certificate of incorporation or required by law, all matters to be voted on by our stockholders must
be approved by a majority of the shares present in person or by proxy at the meeting and entitled to vote on the subject matter. In the case of
election of directors, all matters to be voted on by our stockholders must be approved by a plurality of the votes entitled to be cast by all shares
of common stock.

Dividend Rights

Subject to preferences that may be applicable to any then outstanding preferred stock, the holders of our outstanding shares of common stock are
entitled to receive dividends, if any, as may be declared from time to time by our board of directors out of legally available funds. Because we
are a holding company, our ability to pay dividends on our common stock is limited by restrictions on the ability of our subsidiaries to pay
dividends or make distributions to us, including restrictions under the terms of the agreements governing our indebtedness.

Ligquidation Rights

In the event of any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of our affairs, holders of our common stock would be entitled
to share ratably in our assets that are legally available for distribution to stockholders after payment of our debts and other liabilities. If we have
any preferred stock outstanding at such time, holders of the preferred stock may be entitled to distribution and/or liquidation preferences. In
either such case, we must pay the applicable distribution to the holders of our preferred stock before we may pay distributions to the holders of
our common stock.

Other Rights

Our stockholders have no preemptive, conversion or other rights to subscribe for additional shares. All outstanding shares are, and all shares
offered by this prospectus will be, when sold, validly issued, fully paid and nonassessable. The rights, preferences and privileges of the holders
of our common stock are subject to, and may be adversely affected by, the rights of the holders of shares of any series of our preferred stock that
we may designate and issue in the future.

Listing
Our common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol EXPR.
Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for our common stock is Computershare Trust Company, N.A.
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Preferred Stock

Our certificate of incorporation authorizes our board of directors to provide for the issuance of shares of preferred stock in one or more series
and to fix the preferences, powers and relative, participating, optional or other special rights, and qualifications, limitations or restrictions
thereof, including the dividend rate, conversion rights, voting rights, redemption rights and liquidation preference and to fix the number of shares
to be included in any such series without any further vote or action by our stockholders. Any preferred stock so issued may rank senior to our
common stock with respect to the payment of dividends or amounts upon liquidation, dissolution or winding up, or both. The issuance of
preferred stock may have the effect of delaying, deferring or preventing a change in control of our company without further action by the
stockholders and may adversely affect the voting and other rights of the holders of common stock. The issuance of preferred stock with voting
and conversion rights may adversely affect the voting power of the holders of common stock, including the loss of voting control to others. At
present, we have no plans to issue any preferred stock.

Corporate Opportunity

As permitted under the DGCL, in our certificate of incorporation, we renounce any interest or expectancy in, or any offer of an opportunity to
participate in, specified business opportunities that are presented to us or one or more of our officers, directors or stockholders. In recognition
that directors, officers and/or employees of Golden Gate may serve as directors and/or officers of ours, and Golden Gate and its affiliates, not
including us (the Golden Gate Entities ), may engage in similar activities or lines of business that we do, our certificate of incorporation provides
for the allocation of certain corporate opportunities between us and the Golden Gate Entities. Specifically, none of the Golden Gate Entities have
any duty to refrain from engaging directly or indirectly in the same or similar business activities or lines of business that we do. In the event that
a director or officer of Golden Gate who is also a director or officer of ours acquires knowledge of a potential transaction or matter which may
be a corporate opportunity for any of the Golden Gate Entities and us, we will not have any expectancy in such corporate opportunity, and the
director or officer will not have any duty to present such corporate opportunity to us and may pursue or acquire such corporate opportunity for
itself or direct such opportunity to another person. A corporate opportunity that an officer or director of ours who is also a director or officer of
any of the Golden Gate Entities acquires knowledge of will not belong to us unless the corporate opportunity at issue is expressly offered in
writing to such person solely in his or her capacity as a director or officer of ours. In addition, even if a business opportunity is presented to an
officer or director of any of the Golden Gate Entities in his or her capacity as an officer or director of ours, the following corporate opportunities
will not belong to us: (1) those we are not financially able, contractually permitted or legally able to undertake; (2) those not in our line of
business; (3) those of no practical advantage to us; and (4) those in which we have no interest or reasonable expectancy. Except with respect to
our directors and/or officers who are also directors and/or officers of any of the Golden Gate Entities, the corporate opportunity doctrine applies
as construed pursuant to applicable Delaware laws, without limitation.

Antitakeover Effects of Delaware Law and Our Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws

Our certificate of incorporation and bylaws also contain provisions that may delay, defer or discourage another party from acquiring control of
us. We expect that these provisions, which are summarized below, will discourage coercive takeover practices or inadequate takeover bids.
These provisions are also designed to encourage persons seeking to acquire control of us to first negotiate with our board of directors, which we
believe may result in an improvement of the terms of any such acquisition in favor of our stockholders. However, they also give our board of
directors the power to discourage acquisitions that some stockholders may favor.

Undesignated Preferred Stock

The ability to authorize undesignated preferred stock will make it possible for our board of directors to issue preferred stock with super voting,
special approval, dividend or other rights or preferences on a discriminatory basis that could impede the success of any attempt to acquire us.
These and other provisions may have the effect of deferring, delaying or discouraging hostile takeovers, or changes in control or management of
our company.
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Classified Board of Directors

Our certificate of incorporation provides that our board of directors will be divided into three classes, with each class serving three-year
staggered terms. In addition, our certificate of incorporation provides that directors may only be removed from the board of directors with cause
and by an affirmative vote of 66 %/3% of our common stock. These provisions may have the effect of deferring, delaying or discouraging hostile
takeovers, or changes in control or management of our company.

Requirements for Advance Notification of Stockholder Meetings, Nominations and Proposals

Our certificate of incorporation provides that special meetings of the stockholders may be called only by a resolution adopted by the affirmative
vote of the majority of the directors then in office. Our bylaws prohibit the conduct of any business at a special meeting other than as specified in
the notice for such meeting. In addition, any stockholder who wishes to bring business before an annual meeting or nominate directors must
comply with the requirements set forth in our bylaws. These provisions may have the effect of deferring, delaying or discouraging hostile
takeovers, or changes in control or management of our company.

Stockholder Action by Written Consent

Pursuant to Section 228 of the DGCL, any action required to be taken at any annual or special meeting of the stockholders may be taken without
a meeting, without prior notice and without a vote if a consent or consents in writing, setting forth the action so taken, is signed by the holders of
outstanding stock having not less than the minimum number of votes that would be necessary to authorize or take such action at a meeting at
which all shares of stock entitled to vote thereon were present and voted, unless the company s certificate of incorporation provides otherwise.
Our certificate of incorporation provides that any action required or permitted to be taken by our stockholders may be effected at a duly called
annual or special meeting of our stockholders and may not be effected by consent in writing by such stockholders.

Business Combinations with Interested Stockholders

We have elected in our certificate of incorporation not to be subject to Section 203 of the DGCL, an antitakeover law. In general, Section 203
prohibits a publicly held Delaware corporation from engaging in a business combination, such as a merger, with a person or group owning 15%
or more of the corporation s voting stock for a period of three years following the date the person became an interested stockholder, unless (with
certain exceptions) the business combination or the transaction in which the person became an interested stockholder is approved in a prescribed
manner. Accordingly, we are not subject to any antitakeover effects of Section 203. However, our certificate of incorporation contains
provisions that have the same effect as Section 203, except that they provide that Golden Gate and any persons to whom Golden Gate sells their
common stock will be deemed to have been approved by our board of directors, and thereby not subject to the restrictions set forth in

Section 203.

Amendments

Any amendments to the foregoing provisions of our certificate of incorporation (except related to preferred stock) and any amendments to our
bylaws require the affirmative vote of at least 66 2/3% of the voting power of all shares of our common stock then outstanding.
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SELLING STOCKHOLDERS

Information about selling stockholders, if any, including their identities and the common stock to be registered on their behalf, will be set forth

in a prospectus supplement, in a post-effective amendment or in filings we make with the SEC under the Exchange Act that are incorporated by
reference into this prospectus.

10
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LEGAL MATTERS

The validity of the common stock offered hereby will be passed upon for us by Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Chicago, Illinois. Certain partners of
Kirkland & Ellis LLP are members of a limited partnership that is an investor in one or more investment funds affiliated with Golden Gate.
Kirkland & Ellis LLP represents entities affiliated with Golden Gate in connection with legal matters.

EXPERTS

The financial statements incorporated in this Prospectus by reference to the Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended January 29, 2011
have been so incorporated in reliance on the report of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, an independent registered public accounting firm, given on
the authority of said firm as experts in auditing and accounting.

11
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INFORMATION NOT REQUIRED IN PROSPECTUS
Item 14. Other Expenses of Issuance and Distribution.

The following is a statement of the estimated expenses, other than underwriting discounts and commissions, to be incurred by the Registrants in
connection with a distribution of securities registered under this registration statement.

SEC registration fee @))
Printing expenses 2)
Legal fees and expenses 2)
Accounting fees and expenses 2)
Miscellaneous expenses 2)
Total expenses 2)

(1) Inaccordance with Rules 456(b) and 457(r), we are deferring payment of the registration fee.

(2) Estimated expenses are not presently known. The foregoing sets forth the general categories of expenses (other than underwriting discounts and commissions)
that Express, Inc. anticipates it will incur in connection with the offering of securities under this registration statement. An estimate of the aggregate expenses
in connection with he issuance and distribution of the securities being offered will be included in the applicable prospectus supplement.

Item 15. Indemnification of Directors and Officers.

Section 102(b)(7) of the General Corporation Law of the State of Delaware (the DGCL ) allows a corporation to provide in its certificate of
incorporation that a director of the corporation will not be personally liable to the corporation or its stockholders for monetary damages for
breach of fiduciary duty as a director, except where the director breached the duty of loyalty, failed to act in good faith, engaged in intentional
misconduct or knowingly violated a law, authorized the payment of a dividend or approved a stock repurchase in violation of Delaware
corporate law or obtained an improper personal benefit. Our certificate of incorporation of provides for this limitation of liability.

Section 145 of the DGCL (' Section 145 ) provides that a Delaware corporation may indemnify any person who was, is or is threatened to be
made, party to any threatened, pending or completed action, suit or proceeding, whether civil, criminal, administrative or investigative (other
than an action by or in the right of such corporation), by reason of the fact that such person is or was an officer, director, employee or agent of
such corporation or is or was serving at the request of such corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of another corporation or
enterprise. The indemnity may include expenses (including attorneys fees), judgments, fines and amounts paid in settlement actually and
reasonably incurred by such person in connection with such action, suit or proceeding, provided such person acted in good faith and in a manner
he reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the corporation s best interests and, with respect to any criminal action or proceeding, had no
reasonable cause to believe that his conduct was illegal. A Delaware corporation may indemnify any persons who are, were or are a party to any
threatened, pending or completed action or suit by or in the right of the corporation by reason of the fact that such person is or was a director,
officer, employee or agent of another corporation or enterprise. The indemnity may include expenses (including attorneys fees) actually and
reasonably incurred by such person in connection with the defense or settlement of such action or suit, provided such person acted in good faith
and in a manner he reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the corporation s best interests, provided that no indemnification is permitted
without judicial approval if the officer, director, employee or agent is adjudged to be liable to the corporation. Where an officer or director is
successful on the merits or otherwise in the defense of any action referred to above, the corporation must indemnify him against the expenses
which such officer or director has actually and reasonably incurred.

Section 145 further authorizes a corporation to purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any person who is or was a director, officer,
employee or agent of the corporation or is or was serving at the request of the corporation as a director, officer, employee or agent of another
corporation or enterprise, against any liability asserted against him and incurred by him in any such capacity, or arising out of his status as such,
whether or not the corporation would otherwise have the power to indemnify him under Section 145.

1I-1
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Our bylaws provide that we will indemnify our directors and officers to the fullest extent authorized by the DGCL and must also pay expenses
incurred in defending any such proceeding in advance of its final disposition upon delivery of an undertaking, by or on behalf of an indemnified
person, to repay all amounts so advanced if it should be determined ultimately that such person is not entitled to be indemnified under this
section or otherwise.

We have entered into indemnification agreements with each of our executive officers and directors. The indemnification agreements provide the
executive officers and directors with contractual rights to indemnification, expense advancement and reimbursement, to the fullest extent
permitted under the DGCL. We have also entered into an indemnification priority agreement with Golden Gate Private Equity, Inc. to clarify the
priority of advancement of expenses and indemnification obligations among us, our subsidiaries and any of our directors appointed by Golden
Gate Private Equity, Inc. or its affiliates and other related matters.

The indemnification rights set forth above shall not be exclusive of any other right which an indemnified person may have or hereafter acquire
under any statute, provision of our certificate of incorporation or bylaws, agreement, vote of stockholders or disinterested directors or otherwise.

We maintain standard policies of insurance that provide coverage (1) to our directors and officers against loss arising from claims made by
reason of breach of duty or other wrongful act and (2) to us with respect to indemnification payments that we may make to such directors and
officers. The proposed form of Underwriting Agreement to be filed as Exhibit 1.1 to this registration statement provides for indemnification of
our directors and officers by the underwriters party thereto against certain liabilities.

Item 16. Exhibits.
The exhibit index attached hereto is incorporated herein by reference.
Item 17. Undertakings.

(a) The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes:

(1) To file, during any period in which offers or sales are being made, a post-effective amendment to this registration statement:

(i) To include any prospectus required by Section 10(a)(3) of the Securities Act;

(i) To reflect in the prospectus any facts or events arising after the effective date of the registration statement (or the most
recent post-effective amendment thereof) which, individually or in the aggregate, represent a fundamental change in the
information set forth in the registration statement. Notwithstanding the foregoing, any increase or decrease in volume of
securities offered (if the total dollar value of securities offered would not exceed that which was registered) and any
deviation from the low or high end of the estimated maximum offering range may be reflected in the form of prospectus
filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to Rule 424(b) under the Securities Act if, in the
aggregate, the changes in volume and price represent no more than a 20% change in the maximum aggregate offering
price set forth in the Calculation of Registration Fee table in the effective registration statement; and

(iii) To include any material information with respect to the plan of distribution not previously disclosed in the registration
statement or any material change to such information in the registration statement;
Provided, however, that paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (a)(1)(ii) and (a)(1)(iii) do not apply if the registration statement is on Form S-3 and the
information required to be included in a post-effective amendment by those paragraphs is contained in periodic reports filed with or furnished to
the Securities and Exchange Commission by the Registrant pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act, that are incorporated
by reference in the registration statement or contained in a form prospectus filed pursuant to Rule 424(b) that is part of the registration statement.
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(2) That, for the purpose of determining any liability under the Securities Act, each such post-effective amendment shall be deemed to be a
new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be
the initial bona fide offering thereof.

(3) To remove from registration by means of a post-effective amendment any of the securities being registered that remain unsold at the
termination of the offering.

(4) That, for the purpose of determining liability under the Securities Act to any purchaser:

A)

B)

Each prospectus filed by the registrant pursuant to Rule 424(b)(3) shall be deemed to be part of the registration
statement as of the date the filed prospectus was deemed part of and included in the registration statement; and

Each prospectus required to be filed pursuant to Rule 424(b)(2), (b)(5) or (b)(7) as part of a registration statement in
reliance on Rule 430B relating to an offering made pursuant to Rule 415(a)(1)(i), (vii) or (x) for the purpose of
providing the information required by Section 10(a) of the Securities Act shall be deemed to be part of and included in
the registration statement as of the earlier of the date such form of prospectus is first used after effectiveness or the date
of the first contract of sale of securities in the offering described in the prospectus. As provided in Rule 430B, for
liability purposes of the issuer and any person that is at that date an underwriter, such date shall be deemed to be a new
effective date of the registration statement relating to the securities in the registration statement to which the prospectus
relates, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.
Provided, however, that no statement made in a registration statement or prospectus that is part of the registration
statement or made in a document incorporated or deemed incorporated by reference into the registration statement or
prospectus that is part of the registration statement will, as to a purchaser with a time of contract of sale prior to such
effective date, supersede or modify any statement that was made in the registration statement or prospectus that was part
of the registration statement or made in any such document immediately prior to such effective date.

(5) That, for the purpose of determining liability of the registrant under the Securities Act to any purchaser in the initial distribution of the
securities, the undersigned registrant undertakes that in a primary offering of securities of the undersigned registrant pursuant to this
registration statement, regardless of the underwriting method used to sell the securities to the purchaser, if the securities are offered or
sold to such purchaser by means of any of the following communications, the undersigned registrant will be a seller to the purchaser
and will be considered to offer or sell such securities to such purchaser:

®

(ii)

(iii)

@v)

Any preliminary prospectus or prospectus of the undersigned registrant relating to the offering required to be filed
pursuant to Rule 424;

Any free writing prospectus relating to the offering prepared by or on behalf of the undersigned registrant or used or
referred to by the undersigned registrant;

The portion of any other free writing prospectus relating to the offering containing material information about the
undersigned registrant or its securities provided by or on behalf of the undersigned registrant; and

Any other communication that is an offer in the offering made by the undersigned registrant to the purchaser.

(b) The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes that, for purposes of determining any liability under the Securities Act, each filing of the
registrant s annual report pursuant to Section 13(a) or Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act (and, where applicable, each filing of an employee
benefit plan s annual report pursuant to Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act) that is incorporated by reference into the registration statement shall
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be deemed to be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be
deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.

(c) Insofar as indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act may be permitted to directors, officers and controlling persons of the
registrant pursuant to the provisions set forth in response to Item 15, or
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otherwise, the registrant has been advised that in the opinion of the SEC such indemnification is against public policy as expressed in the
Securities Act and is, therefore, unenforceable. In the event that a claim for indemnification against such liabilities (other than the payment by
the registrant of expenses incurred or paid by a director, officer or controlling person of the registrant in the successful defense of any action, suit
or proceeding) is asserted by such director, officer or controlling person in connection with the securities being registered, the registrant will,
unless in the opinion of its counsel the matter has been settled by controlling precedent, submit to a court of appropriate jurisdiction the question

of whether such indemnification by it is against public policy as expressed in the Securities Act and will be governed by the final adjudication of
such issue.

1I-4
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Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, Express, Inc., a Delaware corporation, has duly caused this registration statement to
be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, in the City of New York, State of New York, on December 6, 2011.

EXPRESS, INC.
By: /s/  D.PauL DascoLt

D. Paul Dascoli
Senior Vice President,

Chief Financial Officer

and Treasurer

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that each officer and director of Express, Inc. whose signature appears below constitutes and
appoints Matthew C. Moellering and Lacey J. Bundy, and each of them, his or her true and lawful attorney-in-fact and agent, with full power of
substitution and revocation, for him or her and in his or her name, place and stead, in any and all capacities, to execute any or all amendments
including any post-effective amendments and supplements to this registration statement, and to file the same, with all exhibits thereto, and other
documents in connection therewith, with the Securities and Exchange Commission, granting unto said attorney-in-fact and agent full power and
authority to do and perform each and every act and thing requisite and necessary to be done, as fully to all intents and purposes as he or she
might or could do in person, hereby ratifying and confirming all that said attorney-in-fact and agent, or his or her substitute or substitutes, may
lawfully do or cause to be done by virtue hereof.

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, this registration statement and power of attorney have been signed by the following
persons in the capacities indicated on December 6, 2011.

Signature Title
/s/ Michael A. Weiss President, Chief Executive Officer and Chairman
(Principal Executive Officer)
Michael A. Weiss
/s/ D. Paul Dascoli Senior Vice President, Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer (Principal Financial
and Accounting Officer)
D. Paul Dascoli
/s/ Michael F. Devine, III Director
Michael F. Devine, 111
/s/ David C. Dominik Director

David C. Dominik

/s/ Sam K. Duncan Director
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Signature

/s/ Mylle H. Mangum

Mylle H. Mangum

/s/ Joshua Olshansky

Joshua Olshansky
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Director

Director
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EXHIBIT INDEX
Exhibit
Number Description
1.1 Form of Underwriting Agreement.
2.1 Unit Purchase Agreement, dated as of May 15, 2007, among Express Investment Corp., Limited Brands Store Operations, Inc.,
Express Holding, LLC and Limited Brands, Inc. ( Unit Purchase Agreement ).
2.2 Amendment No. 1 to Unit Purchase Agreement, dated as of July 6, 2007.
2.3 Conversion Agreement, dated as of May 10, 2010, by and among Express Parent LLC, Express Management Investors Blocker,
Inc., Express Investment Corp., Limited Brands Store Operations, Inc. and EXP Investments, Inc.
24 Form of Agreement and Plan of Merger among Express, Inc., Express Management Investors Blocker, Inc., Express
Management Investors LLC, Express Investment Corp., Multi-Channel Retail Holdings LLC - Series G and Express Holding,
LLC.
3.1 Certificate of Incorporation of Express, Inc.
3.2 Bylaws of Express, Inc.
4.1 Specimen Common Stock Certificate
4.2 Form of Registration Agreement between Express, Inc. and the other signatories thereto.
43 Form of Stockholders Agreement by and among Express Inc., Multi-Channel Retail Holding LLC - Series G, Limited Brands
Store Operations, Inc. and EXP Investments, Inc.
4.4 Nomination and Stockholders Agreement, dated April 23, 2011, by and among Express, Inc., Multi-Channel Retail
Holdings, LL.C - Series G, Golden Gate Capital Investment Fund II, L.P., Golden Gate Capital Investment Annex Fund II,
L.P. and Joshua Olshansky.
5.1 Opinion of Kirkland & Ellis LLP.
23.1 Consent of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, independent registered public accounting firm.
23.2 Consent of Kirkland & Ellis LLP (included in Exhibit 5.1).
24.1 Powers of Attorney (included on signature page).

Incorporated by reference to the registrant s Registration Statement No. 333-164906 on Form S-1 filed on February 16, 2010, as amended.
Incorporated by reference to the registrant s Registration Statement No. 333-168097 on Form S-8 filed on July 14, 2010.
Incorporated by reference to the registrant s Current Report on Form 8-K filed on April 26, 2011.
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