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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)
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Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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Item 1.01 Entry into a Material Definitive Agreement.

On February 14, 2006, the Compensation and Development Committee ( Committee ) of the Board of Directors of Stepan Company ( Stepan ),
composed entirely of independent directors, awarded Stock Awards to Participants in accordance with the provisions of the Stepan Company
2000 Stock Option Plan (the Plan ). The Plan was previously approved by stockholders at the Stepan 2000 Annual Meeting of Stockholders.

Any Stock Award awarded pursuant to the Plan will be evidenced by a restricted stock agreement in the form attached as Exhibit 10.1 hereto and
incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(c) Exhibits

Exhibit

Number Description

10.1 Form of Restricted Stock Agreement under Stepan Company 2000 Stock Option Plan



Edgar Filing: STEPAN CO - Form 8-K

SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

STEPAN COMPANY

By: /s/ Kathleen M. Owens

Kathleen M. Owens

Assistant Secretary

Date: February 21, 2006
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